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been degraded by lust and selfishness* This was
the task Gladstone chose, and to which he re-
mained constant in the teeth of foul misrepresenta-
tion. Deterred from entering the Church as one
of its separated clergy, he solemnly vowed, in the
presence of one friend, that whatever else he
accomplished in the world, whether he was suc-
cessful or whether he failed in other affairs, he
would, by God's help, not rest until he had
brought back some of these fugitives of our streets
from the dreadful world into which they had been
led. Frequently was he seen at dead of night,
after the House of Commons had arisen, engaged
in this chivalrous and holy mission. *

(/) Seeking some word to sum up this char-
acter in its general impression, I have been re-
minded of that so frequently used in the New
Testament to express what all Christian men and
women should find in .their Lord. It is the word
Grace. The apostles exhort and pray that "the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all."
It is, as Professor Peabody has pointed out, not
so much a separate virtue as the creation of all
the virtues. It is like beauty, indefinable, but not
the less easily discerned. Our Lord Himself was